England Too Strong For Irish Boys In Eurohockey Youth Nations Championship Bronze Medal Play-Off
Sunday, 16 July 2006

Ireland were defeated 7-1 this afternoon by England in the bronze medal play-off against England at the National Hockey Stadium. 

A tired Ireland side could not produce a performance to match the English, who were in command from the first minute, when they took the lead through Alex Boxall.

Urged on by a vocal crowd, Ireland went in search of an equaliser, but found themselves 2- down when a through ball found David Condon unmarked in the circle, who calmly flicked the ball past Fleming.

Ireland hit back hard, with Ryan McCrea causing major problems down the left flank. Ireland had a goal disallowed in the 16th minute and a Brian Doherty drag flick cleared off the line, but they could not convert their pressure into scores. A pivotal moment came then in the 25th minute when Ireland, pressing for a goal, left themselves exposed at the back and an England 5 on 2 counterattack resulted in Martin Scanlon scoring into an empty goal for 3-0.

The sides went into the halftime interval at 3-0, but England picked up where they left off scoring their fourth goal from a penalty corner by Chris Griffiths straight from the restart.
With the game slipping away, Ireland continued to press forward and a good rum down the left flank from Stuart Smyth created a chance that was saved and cleared by James Bailey in the English goal. And Ireland got reward for their pressure when another great run by Smyth set up Ryan McCrea to crash a backhand shot past Bailey for 4-1. 

Enthused, Ireland pressed again, but gifted England a fifth goal when a mistake by Brian Doherty left Andrew Machin alone in the Irish circle to score past Fleming in the 53rd minute.  And they nearly scored again in the next minute with a backhand shot that sailed over the crossbar.

But England would not be denied and completed the 7-1 rout with Boxall and Griffiths each netting their second in the 64th and 68th minutes, as Ireland began to tire. 

The result means England clinch bronze medal, with Ireland finishing a credible 4th. 

Earlier in the day, Spain and and Russia drew 4-all and Austria beat Poland 4-1. The results mean Russia and Poland are relegated.
