Irish U16 Boys Qualify For Medals Group Of EuroHockey Youth Nations Championships
Thursday, 13 July 2006

Ireland’s U16 boys national tem have followed their female counterparts by qualifying for the medals group of the Eurohockey Youth Nations Championships in Dublin, thanks to a 0-0 draw with Poland.

After Spain lost to Belgium 2-1 in the earlier pool fixture, Ireland only needed to ensure they did not lose by a high margin to ensure qualification and they did so with a well earned albeit unspectacular point against a Polish side that has improved as the tournament has progressed.

“I explained to the boys afterwards that there are some international matches that are as much about mental toughness as they are about technical skill,” said Ireland Coach Andy Smyth afterwards. “Today was about getting a result we needed and the boys did that. There were some great performances today by players who didn’t necessarily see much of the ball that were crucial to us getting this result today.”

The game itself wasn’t one for the vintage file. Despite enjoying much of the possession throughout the game, Ireland created few chances, with Poland content to play deep and rely on aerial clearances to keep the Irish at bay. 

Poland’s best chance came in the 14th minute, when a hard cross from the left was deflected goal-bound from only a few yards out, but Fleming made a good foot stop. Ireland earned their first penalty corner in the 18th minute and had the ball in the net from a Ryan McCrea shot, but it was adjudged as being too high.  McCrea threatened again in the 27th minute to earn another short corner, but no goal came of it 

In the second half, Poland earned their first penalty corner after a good run down the right, which Fleming saved well. Ireland won their third penalty corner a minute later but it broke down at the trapper and Brian Doherty was unable to get his drag flick away.

Stuart Smyth nearly scored in the 53rd minute, but his backhand shot stuck agonisingly wide of the far post. 

Ireland stepped up the pace in the final 15 minutes and began to look increasingly dangerous down the left flank. But they could find no way through and had to settle for a 0-0. 

Elsewhere, Belgium beat Spain 2-1 and England lost to The Netherlands 3-0. However, England still qualified for the medals group when Austria upset Russia 3-2. 

The medals group of Ireland, England, The Netherlands and Belgium will hence decide the three medals, with Ireland playing their first match against Netherlands at 3pm on Saturday. 

Tomorrow, Friday, is a rest day for the tournament.

