Irish Boys outclassed By Dutch In Eurohockey Youth Nations Championship

Ireland’s U16 boys were defeated 4-0 by Holland in the first of their medals pool fixtures this afternoon at the National Hockey Stadium.

The Dutch boys’ quality proved too much for the boys in green, who showed why they are regarded by many as the world’s premier hockey nation. 

Both sides started brightly and Ireland won their only two penalty corners of the match in the 4th minute. Ryan McCrea came close to scoring from the second of these, but his drag flick to the top left hand corner was well saved by Wisselink in the Dutch goal. 

However it was Holland who took the lead in the 8th minute after a great run into the circle by a Dutch striker. The ball broke loose at the top of the circle for Daan Jongejan to sweep home under the advancing Fleming.

The Dutch took complete charge of the game with two goals in two minutes seven minutes later. Martijn Havenga scored the first from the penalty spot after Fleming had brought down a Dutch striker as he attempted to go around him. And Holland quickly followed this up with a third goal from a well worked short corner variation from Goof van der Kamp, with a back post deflection.

Ireland were rocked and the Dutch could have had more but for some excellent Irish goalkeeping. Fleming saved well in the 20th minute and again on 32 minutes from a backhand shot from Wouter Brasem. 

The sides went into the halftime break 3-0 to Holland, but it was nearly 4-0 straight from the restart when Holland had the ball in the net but the whistle had brown for an infringement. And Holland should have scored in the 42nd minute when an aerial into the Irish circle left a Dutch striker alone at the penalty spot. But he air-swung on his backhand shot with the goal at his mercy. 

Ireland battled hard to get into the match, but the Dutch controlled the game, dominating possession. And the Dutch had their fourth goal in the 57th minute after an Ireland turnover in midfield resulted in a short corner. The resultant corner was dispatched with a brilliant drag flick into the bottom left hand corner by Philip Thiadens.

Ireland battled hard, but were unable to break down the Dutch defence and must now prepare themselves for a shot at a bronze medal tomorrow against England who were defeated by Belgium.  

In Pool D Russia beat Poland 7-4 whilst Austria and Spain drew 2-2.

