Irish Boys Denied by Belgium In Eurohockey Youth Nations Championships!

Wednesday, 12 July 2006

Ireland U16 Boys were defeated 2-1 today by Belgium in the Eurohockey Youth Nations Championships at the National Hockey Stadium in Belfield.

Ireland led 1-0 at halftime, thanks to a William Robinson strike, but Belgium hit back in the second half, converting a penalty stroke and an excellent short corner strike to take the victory and assure themselves of at least a bronze medal. 

The talented and well-drilled Belgian side dominated throughout and it was only the repeated excellent saves from goalkeeper Alistair Thom that prevented them from winning by a greater margin. The Belgians started well and dominated early proceedings, but the Irish took the lead totally against the run of play with their first meaningful attack of the game in the 13th minute. After winning a short corner, William Robinson got to the rebound of the goal strike to give Ireland the lead, to the delight of the healthy crowd of spectators. 

Belgian pressed hard for the remainder of the half but were unable to convert, despite multiple short corners. Thom produced several fine saves, including a double save and point blank stop from an attempted right post deflection.

However, it was only five minutes into the second half when Belgium broke through after a goalkeeping infringement awarded them a penalty stroke. Tom Boon duly dispatched the spot flick to Thom’s right and the sides were level.  

And Belgium scored what would be the eventual winner  13 minutes later when Boon claimed his second, this time a fine strike in the bottom left hand corner from a Belgian short corner.

Ireland tried hard to get back into the match, but Belgian remained in firm control, dominating possession and keeping Ireland’s talisman captain Ryan McCrea out of the game. 

The 2-1 win means Belgium will now be eyeing a high finish in the tournament, with Ireland set up for a crucial match tomorrow against Poland.

Elsewhere, Poland were defeated 3-1 by Spain after leading at one point 1-0. England lost to Russia 2-1, who had scared The Netherlands yesterday. The Netherlands, meanwhile, got their tournament back on track with a comfortable 4-0 win over Austria. 

